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_ deſtroying by fire the city of Jeruſalem, not ſpar- | 
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184 AH xi. 6, 


For this bath ihe Uoxs 2 unto me, i hh ; 
ſet 4 watchman , let him declare what he 


i ET, Ty 


a 


| HE erte part of this chapter is 
taken up in a prophecy of the deftruc- 
tion of Babylon, tha? imperial and moſt | 
magnifigent city, and which exerciſed a dominion 


moſt miſerably oppreſſed the people of Judab, 


ing the temple of Gop itſelf, and carrying away 
the inhabitants into a very afflictive and long 
captivity. But as Balylom had oppreſſed others, 
the time ſhould come when ſhe ſhould be op- 


preſſed herſelf; and the chapter before us, writ- 


ten N years T before the event took place, 
_ Predicts 

+ If we ſuppoſe Jaiah to have delivered the prediQtions of 
our chapter in the year Hexetiab died, the laſt of the kings in 
whoſe reigns he is ſaid to have propheſied, J. i. 1, no leſs a 


ſpace than that of one hundred and ſixty years muſt have elapſed 
between the time of the ' prophet's viſion, and the taking of 


Babylon by Cyrus, according. to the learned archbiſhop ee 


Vid "Ufferii Annales, Vol, J. F. 106, N 
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| predicts borh her fall, and the execution of the di- 
vine vengeance upon her by the Medes and Perſians. 
The firſt five verſes of this chapter aſcertain, 
and particularly deſcribe the conqueſt of Babylon, 
and who ſhould be the conquerors. The ſame 
event is declared again in the five following 
1 verſes, though in a different form, and the re- 
| petition might ſerve in thoſe days to confirm the 
faith of the people of Gop in that ever-memora- 
F dle, and to them moſt happy event, ſince not till 
2 Cyrus bad made himſelf maſter of Babylon were 
the tribes of Vrael permitted i. to return from thr 
3 captivity into their n land. 
1 Ven 6. Far t bath the Lonb laid unto ne, 
= G 0, ſet a watchman ; let him declare what he ſees. 
1 | Thus hath the Lox ſaid unto me, . Go, my 
3 ce prophet, appoint one of thy brethren the pro- 
ee phets, and let him take his place upon a 
watch- tower in the neighbourhood of Babylon, 
9 c that he may there obſerve every movement ei- 
3 « ther to or from that city, and may make a 
| ce faithful and immediate report of what he was.” 
= Verſe 7. And be ſaw a chariot with a. couple 
of horſemen, a chariot of aſſes, and a chariot of 
camels ; and he bearkened diligently with much heed. 
By theſe horſemen may be intended Cyrus and 
Darius, the principal leaders of the army that 
marched againſt, and beſieged Babylon ; and by 
the chariot of aſſes, and the chariot of camels 
may be deſigned the warlike forces that followed 
7 Feed them | in the expedition. Inſtead of reading, and 
1 ts 3 be 


10 » 
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he hearkened diligently with much heed, I would ra- 
ther read, be hearkened where there was much 10 
be beard, or where there was a great noiſe,* name- 
ly, the march of the Mades and Perſians againſt 
Babylon, or rather the prodigious tumult there 
was in the city in the night in which it was taken, 
or the night, verſe 4 of our chapter, * dich 
its pleaſure was turned into fear. 

Verſe 8. And be cried, A lion: hy an 7 
ſtand continually upon the watch-rowwer in the duy- 
time, and I am ſet in my ward whole mghts, 

And he eried, à lion, or rather as a lion, q that 
is, with a ſtrong and awfulevoice, dedlaring at 
the ſame time bow faithfully he diſcharged his 
duty day and night, and that therefore his report 
was to be regarded, ſinoe it was the report not of 
a. dream or a lie, but of wakeful and vigilant 
obſervation. 

Verſe 9. And bebold Bere comes, 4 chariol of 
men, and a couple of borſemen: and he enſwered 
and ſaid, Babylon is fallen, is fallen; and all the 
graven images of her Joes. be hath broken unto the 

: mw. 


22 A cho | 


* The En in the original are 207=21 ap v 
which are rendered by Schmidius et auſcultavit Auſcultationem BY 
(abi) magna (uit) Auſcultatio (h. e. Sonus). | 

5 The particle as, fays Mr Zowwth on the plate, is Gidquent- 

ly underſtogd, and produces as inftances Ia. xv. 5. PC, xi. 1. 
2 Sam. xxv. 37. Job xi. 12. Nahum iii. 12. and Viuinga 

| trahſlates, Clamavi/ght ut Le 3 and * Eats 

ficut Leo. ; 
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A chariot of men, and a couple of horſemen 
appear in ſight, and bring the news that Babylon 
is fallen, that ſhe is certainly fallen, and that all 


her graven images, in whom ſhe truſted, and 


gloried, ſhare in the ſame deſtruction with her- 
elf, that they are broken in pieces, and are 


ſcattered in the vileſt. ſhame * ruin upon the 


ground. 


Verſe 10. 0 my aka. 4 * the corn of my 
floor That which I have heard of the LoxD of 
4255 the Gov of Iſrael, have ] declared unto you. 
O my people, that under the tyranny of Baby- 
Ion have been oppreſſed and cruſhed like the corn 
that is beaten out upon the floor, ] that which I 
FFF have 
If we were to conſider the method taken in our countries 


's fot threſhing corn it may well ſerve to repreſent hard and heavy 


ſufferings, but if we attend to the cuſtom of beating out corn 
in the Eaſtern countries, the metaphor will appear with much 
greater ſtrength and advantage. At this day, ſays Dr Ham- 
<« nond, in thoſe parts under the Tur#'s dominions, (and alſo in 
«Spain, where by the inhabiting of the Moors, who are Baſtard- 


Jeus, many Jewiſþ cuſtoms are retained) the threſhing-floor 


« js in an eminent place in the open field, large enough to be 


% compared with that of Araunab, 2 Sam. xxiv. where David 


4 built an altar. Thither after gathering the corn they bring 
« jt, then they have a pair of wheels of iron, joined with an 


e axle · tree, and dented or toothed like a ſaw, and ſometimes 


« an heavy board or plank, about the bigneſs of an ordinary | 
«« door, driven on the lower fide, full of ſharp ſtones or pieces 


of flint, and one of theſe the oxen draw over it, fo at once 
with their feet treading out the corn, and with theſe breaking | 
, the ſtraw into ſmall parts, which is the ordinary food for their 
- « cattle all the 9 See Dr Hammend's Annotation on 89 8 | 
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* Great-Britain in particular, confidered. 5 
have heard of the Loxb of hoſts, the Gop of 


IJfrael, from the living, faithful, covenant-keep- 


ing Gov, that have I declared unto you, that you 


may encourage yourſelves under your grievous 


ſufferings with the aſſurance that your Gop will 
ere long appear for you in the puniſhment of 
your enemies, and your deliverance and ſalvation. 
What we have propoſed as the ground of our 
preſent diſcourſe is the ſixth verſe only, For thus 
hath the Loxp ſaid unto me, Go, ſet a watchman ; 
let him declare what be ſees. And without any 
© thing like a pretence in me to more than a com- 
mon commiſſion from God, or to more than a 


common ſtatiqn, that of a watchman (for ſuch 
are all miniſters from their very office) upon duty 


by the appourtment of my great Maſter, let me, 


& + Declare to you what I obſerve as to the 
world in general ; and, 


II. Let me declare to you what I diſcover as 
| to: thoſe lands in particular. 


I. Let me declare to you what I obſerve as to 
the world in general. And, 


1 When I caſt my eye over the wack in ge- 


neral I ſee a vaſt dominion of ignorance, idolatry, 


ſaperſtition, and all kinds of wickedneſs. If in 


the ſurvey of the habitable world we run down 
the long confines of the African coaſt, enter into 
' "he; Laft- Indies, and take into our views the 


countries of China, and Japan; or if we travel 
over the American continent, and ſee what vaſt 
v3 ſpaces 


6 The State of the World in general, and of 
' ſpaces are inhabited by Indians both in the Nor- 
bern and Southern diviſions of thoſe immenſely 
extended regions, alas | what ſhall we find there 
but rude, uncultivated ſavages, minds, multi- 
tudes of which cannot be ſaid to be as yet hu- 
manized, and all or moſt of them overwhelmed 
in heathen darkneſs, without one pure evangeli- 
cal ray among them | How 1dolatrous, and how 
barbarous! What mountains of prey! What ha- 
bitations of cruelty | where the true Gop, 
and JESUS Curisr whom he -hath ſent, are 
not revealed in the light, or even in the glim- 
mering of goſpel-day. As to other countries, 
and here let us caſt abroad our views to Perſia, 
and the vaſt Turkiſh empire, what do we behold 
there but thouſands, may I not fay millions of 
fouls, ſeduced by the religion, if it may be called 
ſuch, of a vile impoſtor ; and for the Bible, the 
true light from heaven, cheated with the Koran, 
where that impious wreteh Mabomes uſurps the 
place, and bears away the honours of our Lord 
Irxsus CHRIST, the Amen, the true and faithful 
1 Witneſs, and the only * Name given under heaven 
1 _ whereby we can be ſaved ?* 
f — might next direct your Gght to the European 
f nations ; and alas ! what are to be ſeen there, 
particularly in France, Spain, Portugal, Poland, 
Hungary, Flanders, and a great part of Germany, 
_ 8 but the idolatries, and ſuperſtitions of Popery, a | 
| Babel that, though it pretends to ſtand upon a 
chriſtian ns, has been raiſed Wel as it were, in 


deflance 


D abba 7 


defiance to heaven, has been cemented by the 
blood of ſaints and martyrs from age to age, and 
has ſo deſtroyed the pure ſimplicity of the goſpel, 
as to ſet up in its room a religion, if it may be 
called ſuch, compiled of the moſt abſurd and 
abominable tenets and practices, in an outrageous 
affront to ſenſe and reaſon, and the moſt ſnameful 
apoſtacy from the doctrines and commands of 
holy and unerring Scripture. In other countries 
indeed we ſhall find the Proteſtant Religion, ſuch 
as in ſeveral cities of Switzerland, in Sweden, 
Denmark, Holland, a conſiderable part of Ger- 
many, and in our happy iſlands of Great-Britain, 
and Ireland, and our American plantations: bur, 
alas! how little religion, I mean, of true, living, 
powerful religion, animated by the grace, and 
directed according to the rules of the goſpel, is 
to be ſeen in the reformed countries! How much 
' ſhadow, and form, but how little ſubſtance and 
vitality! And, if we may judge of the ſtate of 
religion in other Proteſtant countries by what we 
may obſerve in our own, may we not, without 
any breach of charity ſay that, though © in words 
* they profeſs Gop, yet that in works they deny 
him zu that there are places even in Proteſtam 
lands almoſt as dark as Paganiſm could make 
them, and thar there are innumerable multitudes 
of their inhabitants under a chriſtian name, and 
amidft the diſtinguiſhing privileges of the Re- 
formation, both for knowledge and freedom, who 
are indulging themſelves in the groſſeſt and moſt 
| B 4 ſcandalous 
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ſeandalous i iniquities, as drunkenneſs, debauchery, 
curſing, ſwearing, lying, ſtealing, pride, malice, 
envy, avarice, and every other wickedneſs that 
has ever diſgraced and ſunk the human nature? 
And, while iniquity abounds, how does the love 
of the better, the worthier part in Proteſtant 
1 countries, wax cold? How little ſpiritual favour, 
= _ zeal, and uniformly holy converſation and be- 
haviour are to be found in thoſe who are un- 
queſtionably the moſt exemplary and ornamental 
profeſſors of the Reformed religion? and what ſad 
| occaſion have we to lament the declenſion and de- 
cay of godlineſs, and that few, very few, are, in 
this ſeaſon of darkneſs, and general ſlumber, 
might I not ſay oß death itſelf, ſtanding with 
their loins girded, and their lamps burning ? 
Add further, that we hear but little, very little 
revivals of the work of Gop either in our own 
5 or other countries. What little ſtirring among 
3 the dry bones? Where is the Lord Gob of our 
fathers? Does not the Spirit of grace and holi- 
neſs ſeem to be reſtrained? Do we not appear to 
8 be left almoſt to an unanimated goſpel, and in 
= the ſanctuaries of our Gop, where his word is 15 
preached in its purity, how ſeldom do we hear of 3 
=. its power, and how rarely do we find the arrows 
of conviction penetrating the heart, and making 
ſinners cry out, What lhall we do to be ſaved ?* 
Alas! what numbers go to and fro from the 
1 | place of public worſhip in mere form, and feel 
WE no more efficacy from week to week, and may I 
1 ar fin” 5 8 noc 


x 
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Great: Britain in particular, confilered. 
not add from year to year, ſo as to prevail upon . 


them to break their league with ſin, and turn to 
So p by true repentance, and in ſound converſion, 
than the poſts or pillars of the temples where they 
aſſemble? And how fad will it be if God ſhould 
for our ſins deſert his ſanctuaries, and ſay to us, 
as he once did to a very provoking people, 
Hear ye indeed, but underſtand not; and ſee 
u ye indeed, but perceive not: make the heart of 
this people fat, and make their ears heavy, and 


u ſhut their eyes; leſt they ſee with their eyes, and 
hear with their ears, and underſtand with their 


u hearts, and convert and be healed.** Thus, 


when I take a ſurvey of the world in general, I 


fee a vaſt dominion of Ygnorance, idolatry, ſu- 
perſtition, and all kinds of wickedneſs : and ac- 
 cordingly as a faithful watchman 1 3 to you. 
what I fee. | 


II. In the ſurvey of the world in general I evi- 


dently perceive that very terrible judgments are 
either actually felt, or moſt awfully threatened: 
What think we of the war both by ſea and land 


of the Ruſſians, and Turks? How much blood 


has been already ſhed in battle, and maſſacre, and 


how much more in all probability will be ſhed 
before peace will be made between the two vaſt 


empires, that are now contending for victory in 
all the horrors of a moſt murderous and deſo- 


lating war ? Let me add, that what other powers 
TITRE 7 FX WOT may 


* Iſai, vi 9, 10; 
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may be ſoon involved in the quarrel, and how 


far the flame, that is kindled with ſo much fury, 


may extend its conflagration, is known only to 
that Gop who has ſuffered it to riſe, and till 


ſuffers it to burn on and deſtroy without any pre- 


ſent proſpect of its extinction. I muſt mention alſo, 
hen I am attending to the terrible judgments of 
the Almighty that are either actually felt, or awfully 
threatened, that the Plague, or ſome Calamity very 
like it, ſeems to be receiving its commiſſion to ariſe, 
and devour much fleſh, and, conſidering the inter- 
courſes, however unfriendly, between the Turks 
and Ryffians, and the conſtant communication of 
one country with another in the way of com- 
merce, where would bE the wonder if this firſt- 
born of death, this ſwift and moſt tremendous 
- miniſter of divine vengeance, ſhould extend it- 
ſelf from Turkey and the Poliſh frontiers, if not 
Poland itſelf, where it now rages, over the Ruſſian 


empire, and thence take its terrible circuit over 


. all Europe, deſtroying by thouſands and ten 


thouſands in a few days or hours? And among 


s 


the reſt of the cities given to its power, how ſoon | 
; might our populous and crowded city become the 
terror of our country, the range of death, and 


the habitation of mourning and ſorrow ? hun- 


dreds and thouſands expiring. every week, and 


the ſurvivors themſelves in jeepardy every hour, 


and afraid to inter even their own friends and re- 
5 latives, leſt from their graves they ſhould receive 


that _ contagion, which in a little time 
| would 


>. Great-Britain in particular, ade. 11 
would open their own, Thus in the ſurvey of 
the world in general, I evidently perceive very 
terrible judgments either actually felt, or awfully 


threatened, and accordingly as a faithful Wah- 
man I make my report. 


III. And Laftly, In the view PP the world 
around me I diſcover ſome tokens for good, and 
2 occaſions of joy. As, 


x; The diſgrace and expulſion of the Jeſuits ir in 
the Popiſh countries. Feſuitiſm has been, and 


that with very good reaſon, reckoned the grand 
2 pillar of Popery, as the Feſuits are an order of 
men very numerous, entirely devoted to the ſer- 
vice of the Pope, and that leave nothing unat- 
tempted to ſupport and extend his uſurpation and 
power 5 and yet, not only in r but even 
g in 
Fur „ in bis Hiftory of the _ Vol. vn. p. 466. : 
and 457, gives the following account of the Feſuits. In this 
„ Pope's (Paul the Third's) time, was founded the Order of 
$, Jeſuits by Trigo, or Ignatius of Leyala, a native of the pro- 
+ vince of Guipiſcoa in Spain, who, being a ſoldier, gave it 
« the.military name of the company of Jeſus, and from thence 
they are called Jeſuits. To the three vows of Poverty, Cha- 
 « ity, and Obedience, common to all religious orders, they 
add a fourth, that of . implicit, blind, and unlimited ſubmiſſion 
« to the Pope; and thus are they at his abſolute diſpoſal, al- 
4 ways ready at a moment's warning to repair to what part of 
» the world he ſhall think fit to ſend them. The preſent Pope, 
„ Paul the Third, confirmed their order by a Bull, dated the 
6 27th of September, 1540, but on condition that it ſhould not 
s exceed the number of ſixty perſons. This reſtraint the ſame 
« Pope _ off by a and Bull of the 14th of March 1543, 
6 leaving 


Y 
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* 


in Spain and Portugal, where Popery has prevailed | 


| in its thickeſt — and exerciſed its moſt 


bloody 


« fraving them at liberty to atk as many as they pleaſed. 
Thus they became in the ſpace of 136 years a very numerous 
and formidable body, for in 1543 the whole order conſiſted of 
4 no more than 80 perſons, and in 1675, when their laſt cata- 


1 Jogue was printed at Rome, they were increaſed to the num- 


« ber of 17,655, and they are ſuppoſed at this time to be in 
« jn all about 20,000. It may be ſaid with truth, that this 


4 Order alone has contributed more than all the other orders 


together to confirm the wavering nations in the faith of Rome, 


* to ſupport the tottering authority of the High Pontiff, to 


© check the progreſs of the Reformation, and to make amends 
« for the loſſes their holineſſes had ſuſtained in Europe, by pro- 


* papating the Goſpel, and with it a blind ſubmiſſion to the 


« Holy See, among the Africal, American, and Indian inh- 
« dels. The Fe/nits are hated by moſt other orders, eſpecially 
by the Benedictines and the Dominicans ; by the former be- 


. cauſe they have been enriched at their expence ; by the lat- 


« ter, for ſupplanting them, and engroſſing to themſelves the 
«+ the favour and confidence of ſovereign princes; for till the 


«+ inſtitation of this artful and inſinuating order, the Don inicans 
alone directed the conſciences of all the kings and princes of 


15 A= 
„The end principally propoſed by this order, fays Mr 


| ” ks in his account of them, is to gain converts to the 
„ Roman church; with which view they diſperſe themſelves in 


every country and nation, and with amazing induſtry and 


4 addreſs, purſue the end of their inftitution. No difficulty 
* ſo great they cannot ſur mount, no danger ſo imminent they 


*- wil! not undergo, no crimes fo ſhocking that have not been 


«- perpetrated by them for the ſervice of their cauſe.” To con- 


firm the truth of this laſt particular, however ack and horri- 


ble, let the method they take to animate an agent employed by 
them for the murder of a prinee be conſidered, as I find it re- 
| preſented in Rodolphus Hoſpinianus in his Hiftoria Jeſuitita, 

P. 225, of which the following is a faithful tranſlation, © 


It 
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bloody cruelty, even in theſe countries the Je- 
ſuits have been diſgraced, and from thence they 
It is the cuſtom of the Jeſuits privately to bring the un- 
1 happy man, whom they have perſuaded to aſſaſſinate a noble, 
or prince, into a chapel. The knife, wrapt up in a linen- 
« cloth, and depoſited in a caſe of ivory wrought all over with 
« hieroglyphical figures together with an Agnus Dei, is pro- 
« duced. While the knife is drawing out of the ſheath ſome 
10 drops of holy water are ſprinkled upon it, and ſome conſe- 
i crated beads of coral are faſtened to the haft, with an indul- 
10 gence, that as many ſtabs as the perſon ſhall give the prince, 
« ſo many ſouls he ſhall deliver from purgatory. They next 
« put the knife into the hand of the parricide, and commend it 
« to him in theſe words: O thou chofen ſon of Gop, take 
« the {word of Jepbtbab, the ſword of Samſon, the ſword of 
David, with which he cut off Goliath's head, the ſword of 
© Gideon, the ſword of Judith, the ſword of the Maceabees, 
the ſword of Pope Julius thd zd, by which he reſcued him- 
«+ ſelf from the hands of kings with a large effuſion of the blood 
44 of cities 3 go,. and be diſereetly brave, and may God 
* flrengthen thine arm ! Upon this all fall down upon their 
knees, and the Principal recites the following prayer, Be 
« preſent cherubim, be preſent ſeraphim : ye thrones, ye 
« powers, ye holy angels, be preſent, and fill this bleſſed veſſel 


« with a pe. petual glory, and day by day ſhow him the crown 


of the bleſſed Virgin, and the holy patriarchs, and martyrs. 
He is no longer of our, but your ſociety. And do thou, O 
« God, who art at once terrible, and yet to be overcome by 
« prayer, and who in thy ſanctuary haſt revealed to thy ſervant 
„ that he ſhould kill this tyrant and heretick, and transfer his 
« crown to a catholic prince, do thou, we pray, fortify his 
body for the work to which we have conſecrated him, and 
= « vive him ſtrength that he may be able to perform thy will. 
Arm him with a divinely powerful breaſt- plate, that he may 
« eſcape the hands of all who would apprehend him. Fledge 
„him with wings, that his holy body may diſappoint the at- 
4 age” of every barbarian that would betray him. Shine in 


44 upon 
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have been moſt ignominiouſly expelled, and it 
does not appear likely, with all their arts of po- 
licy and 1 intrigue, that wad will be ever able to 

rally | 


* upon his ſou with thine ethilantiog beams, by which his 


© body may be ſo ſtrengthened that, ſuperior to all fear, he 


may rejoice and triumph in the face of dangers and torments. 
This prayer being ended, the parricide is brought before the 
« altar, over which is painted the hiſtory of James Clinint, a 
« Dominican Monk, with the pictures of angels protecting and 
« conveying him to heaven. This the Fofuits ſhew the patri- 
* cide, and at the ſame time preſent him with a celeſtial crown, 
« ſaying, Lord, look down upon this man, thine arm, and 


ee the executioner of thy juſtice : Let all the ſaints riſe up, and 


« give place to him. Theſe clremonies being performed, four 
cc Feſuits are deputed to cofiverſe with the parricide. In their 
& diſcourſes they repeatedly tell him that they ſee a divine 
« brightneſs upon him, and that the radiance conſtrains them 
«to kiſs his hands and feet ; that he is no longer in their eyes a 
40 man, but one of the ſaints in glory. They pretend alſo that 


4 they cannot help envy ing the pitch of dignity and happineſs 
to which he is now arrived, and utter with a ſigh, I wiſh 


« that Gop had choſen me for this work in your room, and 
« ſtrengthened me in the ſame manner, that fo, eſcaping the 
&« pains of purgatory, I might at death immediately enter into 
« the joys of paradiſe. 

« But if the man whom they have thoright fit to Ps WY in 
« the aſſaſſination ſhonld waver, and draw back from their per- 
6e ſuaſions, they will try to work upon him by haunting him 


with ſome ugly monſtrous ſhapes at night, or the pretended 


40 apparitions of the Vit irgin Mary, or ſome angel, or ſaint in 
« heaven, or of Ignatius, or ſome of their order. Thus theſe 
< ringleaders in wickedneſs Jaz murder, either by the terrors 


of puniſhment, or the ambition of a falſe virtue, draw away 
ue unwary young men into their ſnares, to the imminent dan- 


e per of their lives in this world, and their fouls in the world 
« to come.” & | | 


* 
* 


3 
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rally their forces, and recover their influence; 
and the Pope himſelf ſeems utterly unable, how- 
ever kind his inclinations may be towards them, 
to reſtore and reinftate them in the kingdoms! 
from whence they have been baniſhed. This te- 
mark able event ſeems to promite mercy to the 
Lrael of Gop. It looks as if Artichriſt was be- 

ginniag to fall before the ark of the Lonxp, and. 
as if Providence was taking ſome of the firft 
ſteps towards the fulfilment of the facred pro- 
phecies, that the man of fin ſhould be made the fon 
of perdition, F and that Babylon fball be thrown” 
* . be found 1 more at all*. 


* The ſpirit or at. leaſt the power of perle · 
; cution, ſeems in a good 1 meaſure to be allayed. 4 
pretend not to ſay that Popery is any other chan 
Popery, I mean, © the abomination that makes 
by deſolate, or that, if it was the ſecular intereſt, 
or policy of the Popiſb princes, and kingdoms, they 
would not renew the ſame tragedies they have al- 
ready ſo often, and ſo wickedly acted in the chriſ- 
tian world, ſo that, as Dr Geddes obſerves, « infi- 
6 pitely more- blood has been ſhed by the Papal 
« empire than ever was ſhed by Rome heathen |.” 
But yet I do not find that perſecution, either 
through the increaſing number of Prozeftant 
countries, and the political wiſdom of Pop: iſh 
princes, or from ſome other ſuch. reaſons, is 
making thoſe butcheries among ; the, nations it 


1 | 3 Sa once 
: + 2Thef ii. ys TEL. . Rev. xvii. 21. 
l I Dr Gedaes, Vol, III. Effay 6. 
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once did; and particularly with regard to France, 

that ſome few years ſince .moſt cruelly perſe- 
cuted the Proteſtants, it ſeems to have been for 
ſome years paſt in better temper towards them, 
and I have not received any very late accounts 


of any profeſſors of the Reformed Religion hav- 
ing been daughtered, or enſlaved, or even mo- 
leſted for meeting together to worſhip Gop ac- 
cording to the dictates of their conſciences: ſo : 


that though there is no Toleration, (for the 


_ cruel edicts againſt them are not repealed) yet 
there is evidently a connvance. And ſurely this 


leniency, this remiſſion of Popiſb cruelty, is a 
very comfortable conſideration, not merely, as 


there is a ſtop put to the wanton effuſion of inno- 
cent blood, and the exciſion of the faithful ſer- 

vants of Gov, but as there is an opportunity for 
Proteſtantiſm to extend itſelf, and in proportion 


as this light ſpreads we know the darkneſs of 


Popery muſt give way, and thus there will be an 


additional token for good, that this myſtery of 


| iniquity ſhall come to an end. When the Boar 
but of the wood lies aſleep, we may hope that the 
vine of Jfrael will ſtrike its root, ſtrengthen its 


1 and diffuſe abroad its bleſſings. 


"0 Let me add as another favourable circum- 


ſtance, when I take a ſurvey of the world in gene- 


ral, that there ſeems to be a very happy opening 
for evangelizing the numerous tribes of Indians 


in North-America. Our victories over the French 


in 
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in chat part of the world, and the vaſt additions- 
we have made to our dominions in the laſt war 
have paved our way to a powerful influence over 
the Indians, and a free communication with them. 
Some viſits that have been made to them have 
happily ſhewn that they are not averſe to hear the 
goſpel. The Indian ſchool under the Rev. Dr 
Wheelock, for which there were ſuch generous 
contributions made in our country ſome years 
ſince by Meſlts Whitaker and Occom, is admira- 
bly calculated to ſpread the knowledge of ſalva- 
tion among them, as Dr Wheelock educates the 
children of Indians, and then ſends them back 
into their countries as miniſters and ſchoolmaſters; 4 
and 1 have lately received accounts! from the 
Doctor himſelf of the continued ſmiles of Provi- 
_ dence upon his deſign, a printed Narrative of 
which, as he himſelf ſignifies, may in a little 
time be publiſhed to the world.“ What a bleſſed» 
opening is here for the diffuſion of the Goſpel 
among thoſe numerous benighted tribes, and how 
comfortable is it to think that there are thoſe 
| | * ae 409 miniſters 


1 See the Rev. Mr Charles Beats ebe of a two months 
tour with a view of introducing the Goſpel among the Indian, 


In a letter to me, dated Boffon, July 10, 1770. the Doctor 
thus writes. Glad ſhould I be to write to you particularly 
of a ſeries of occurrences in fayour of my ſchool, in which 
Goo is giving further teſtimony that he till owns it, and de- 
I ſigns greatly to enlarge it. But I have no leiſure at preſent. 

« hope to be able to publiſh ſome Narrative of the affair, by | 
< which you may be gratified, - and * heart excited to 
| 6 praiſe. . 
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miniſters and ſervants of MT who are raiſed 
up, and inſpirited to ſeize the favourable Junc- 
ture May their laudable a attempts be abundant- 
# ly ſucceeded | May. the wilderneſs, and deſart 
rejoice, and bloſſom as the roſe before their ſa- 
_ cred labours May many run to and fro in 
thoſe hitherto uncultivated barbarous regions, 
and may knowledge be increaſed, and converts 
flee as clouds, and as doves to their windows, to 
Ixsus the ark of ſalvation ! Such are the tokens 
| for good, the lucid ſpots, may Iſo ſpeak, in this 
our dark dark world which I as a faithful watch- 
man declare to you... ;... 
Before I. quit this . 3 ſurvey of the 
dt in general, I would mention to you an 
event, which though it is not in our power to de- 
termine whether it is deſigned by Providence for 
good or evil, though I think its aſpect has more 
of the firſt than the laſt upon it, yet is beyond 
all expectation, and very remarkable, I mean the 
very rapid, and, in a manner, irreſiſtible ſucceſs 
of the Ruſſians againſt the Turks, ſo that they 
have routed them both by ſea and land, and are 
drawing nearer and nearer both with rde field 
and nayal forces. to Conſtantinople, the metropolis 
of Tunkey, and the ſeat | of, that, prodigious em- 
pire. Should this event take place, the conſe - 
quence 'wight not improbably be the radual de- 
| TT of the Mabonetan, im poſtur » and the 
end of the vſurpatiaa of the Bahr vn 5 
an event moſt ſincerely and fervently to be de- 
. fire: 
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fired : for though the Ruſſians cannot be properly 
ſtiled Proteſtants, yet they are not the diſciples 
of Mabomet, nor in the leaſt inclined to his re- 


conſequently by making themſelves maſters of 
Turkey, they might give a mortal blow to that 
wide- extended deluſion in the world; and what 
they might do afterwards, with ſuch an amazing 


pire annexed to their dominions, and with ſuch 
almoſt inexhauſtible multitudes of men, I lay, 
what they might do afterwards, (for neither are 
A 84 if they ene turn ene artis 


againft 


3 „1 have. <a chat 5. Ruſh Jang, Jotqnding thoſe of the 
3 profeſſed religion in Ruſſia, are not Nroteſanti, nor Mabome- 
Laus, nor Pqpiſſa, but have not ſignified what their religion is, 


tinguiſhed from Proteſtants, Mabemetans, and Papiſis; and 
bere I ſhall epitomiae the account concerning their religion, 
as it is given in the 35th volume of The modern «niverſal Hiſtory, 


of the Greek church, which is ſaid to have been firſt em- 
| «braced by the great dutcheſs O/ha, or Olga, in the year of 
W. © CanisT 965, and afterwards by her grandſon the great duke 
*«* Wolodimir in 988, whoſe example was followed by his ſub- 

| « jefts; but their j ignorance and ſuperſtition have greatly cor- 

e rupted even that. They hold three ſacraments, Baptiſm, 
W * the Lord's Supper, and e extreme Unction. —They hold Tran- 
34 ſubſtantiation, but receive the Euchariſt in both kinds. 
6 They ule auticular Confeſſion, and think they are cleanſed by 
«jt from as many fins as they confeſs by name, and in parti- 
cc «cular to the prieſt, —The Athanafian creed is the rule of thei - 
6 * faith, They, believe in Gop the Father, as Creator of all 


ligion, if it may be called by that name, and 


ſwell to their greatneſs as that of the Turkiſh Em. 


it may not be unacceptable to the Reader to know what kind of 
tenets and worſhip. they embrace, by which they are thus difſ- 


4 from P. 130, to P. 15.1. * The Raſſians profeſs the religion 
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againſt the Popiſh countries, and particularly 
Ks Ttaly and Rome, the ſeat of the Weſtern 


Antichriſt, 


« the 3 ; in Gop the Son, as ſanctißer and redeemer of all 
«mankind ; and in the holy Ghoſt, as fanQifier of all the 
« faithful ; but they maintain that the holy Ghoſt proceeds 
from the Father only. They are permitted to have the 
„whole Bible in their houſes. -But they hold tradition to be 
© of equal authority with the word of God, and think to ſa- 
«« tisfy the ſecond commandment by allowing no carved image, 
« but their churches are filled with paintings to which they 
« pay the groſſeſt idolatry.— Their church ſervice conſiſts of 
«© abundance of trifling ceremonies, long - maſſes, ſinging, and 
66 prayers, all of which are performed by the prieſts, the con- 
* gregation in the mean time ſaying, Gop be merciful to me.” 
« A lecture from one of the ancient fathers is ſometimes added, 
s but ſermons are preached but in few churches, and even there 
« but ſeldom. - They do not believe in Purgatory, but they 
hold that there are two ſeveral places to which the ſouls of 
« men retire after the ſeparation from the body, there to wait 
the day of judgment; ſome in a. pleaſant and delightful WF 10 
* abode, where they enjoy the converſation of angels; others 


2 


in a dark and diſmal valley, where they ſee nought but de- - 
40 vils.“ J will add to this account of the Ruſſian religion from b 
the fame work, „that the inhabitants of the provinces con- 8 
4 quered from Szoeden profeſs Lutherani/m, and that the Pro- 
« zeflants, of whom there are great numbers among the Ry/- 
* fans, as alſo the Papifts enjoy a full 1 of conſcience, and = 
the public exerciſe of their religion.” Nor let me omit a pa- . 
_ - ragraph to ſhew how unconnected the Ruſſians are with the Re 1 ; 
man Church, however they may agree with it in ſome of its 5 , 
| tenets, * In the thirteenth century, ſays our author, ſevera! 1 


«© Popes laboured hard to put the great dukes of Ruſſia out of 
te conceit with the Greek, religion by recommending to them 
' « that of Rome, but without ſucceſs. The doctors of the Sor- 
| 45 borne at Paris made the attempt of late years, but were not 


6s -__ to carry their point. The members of the Greek church, 
 « whoſe 
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= ::ichrift, is not for us to determine, but it is 
not improbable, to an eye of reaſon, but they 
mignt be able to overwhelm, them all under the 
inundation of their ſtupendous and almoſt incon- 
ceivable power; and I own that it ſeems very 
© likely from the accounts of ſcripture that ay 
vin be broken in upon by the nations of the Eaſt, 
W for after the effuſion of the vial of the fifth an- 
gel, Rev. xvi. 10. upon the ſeat of the beaſt, and 
= bis kingdom being repreſented as becoming full of 
darkneſs, that is, of ſorrow and diſtreſs, and their 
gnawing their tongues for pain, by which we may 
underſtand the ever-memorable blow which Po- 
pery received at the Reformation, and from which 

tit has never recovered, we read verſe 12, of the 
WW fame chapter, that the fixth angel poured out his 
vial upon the great river Eupbrates, and that the 
water thereof was dried up, that the way of the 
kings of the Eaft might be prepared. The Turks,” 
 fays the learned Mr Lowman, in a marginal note 
| upon this paſſage (it will be the ſame thing 
by the way whoever are maſters of Turkey) 
may be intended by the kings of the Eaſt, and 
« the river een * lignify the Aariatic 


Sea, | 


on whoſe tenets arc embraced by an empire of near Gi miles, 
„while the Roman has not half that extent in Europe, have al- 
« ways been bent upon maintaining at leaſt an equality with 
e thoſe of the Latin communion, and have ever feared the 
« zeal, or, as they not improperly call it, the ambition of the 
« Church of Rome, which, limited as it is in our kemiſphere, . 


« ſtiles herſelf univerſal, 20 has tried but too much to realize 
* that great title. 3 
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boundary of the Pope's dominions, even of 


opportunity to break in upon a country, that 


. « 1700 and 1 goo. Who knows then but that 
the Ryſſians may now by their ſwift and ſurprizing 


ble, and cut ſhort, if not totally vanquiſh and 
cruſn the Roman See? But I only give you my 


remptory in the explanations of prophecies that 
are not yet accompliſhed, ſo on the other hand 


of them, or any occutrences in the world that 
ſeem to be leading the way to events ſo glorious 


Key that has ever been given to the world to unlock theſ 


ce ea, or Gulph of Venice, 5 is the eaſtern 


< the Exarchate of Ravenna, which is moſt pro- 
« perly the patrimony of St Peter, in the ſtile of 
« the Reman court.” And again, this Judgment 
% moſt probably means ſome. deſcent of the 
t Turks, who are now the Eaſtern neighbours of 
« Ttaly, and may ſome time or another have an 


« lies ſo near, and is ſo inviting.— This period 
* muſt according to the ſeries of the vials fall 
« in, I think, within ſome time between the years 


conqueſts be opening the way for the fulfilment 
of the Divine Prophecies, and may ere long 
make a ſucceſsful deſcent upon tay, and hum- 


1 


beſt conjectures. Providence is to be left to ful- 


Al the Divine Prediction; but methinks, as on 


the one ſide we ſhould not be too raſh 404 pe- 


we ought not to be inattentive to the completion 


to Gor, and neee to his people. 3 
Ae +. „ Haxing 
8 Lowman $ Paraphraſe 0 Notes on the Revelation of St 


John, P . 199, and 200. A performance whoſe peruſal I own 
has given me great ſatisfaction, and which perhaps 3s the beſt 


myſteries of that divine and ſurprizing Book. 
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Having ng given you an account of what! diſco- 
ver as 2 e 9 to the world in 


general, ſo 


* 
9 
” A 
or 
3 
72 
& 
- 
* 


II. Let me declare to you what I obſerve as 

” Bo Great-Britain in particular. And what 

do I ſee but, 

1. Much iniquity 1 fear, and but little, 
little true religion? Alas! be whole bead is fick, 
and the whole heart is faint : from the ſole of the 
foot even unto the head, from the loweſt to the 
hig heſt orders of men among us, what wounds, 
415 bruifes, and putrifying ſores *! What a diſſo- 
lute and profligate age is that in which we live! 
What neglect of Gov, and CHR I $T, and 
things divine! What open and flagitious im- 
moralities in camp, in navy, in city, and coun- 
try! Good laws it is true we have, but do they 

not ſleep like ruſty ſwords in their ſcabbards, 

when they | ſhould be drawn forth for the terror, 
_ and puniſhment of evil-doers | ? Let me mention 
two iniquities that I fear are little attended to by 
magiſtracy, I mean, Debauchery and the Propha- 
nation of the Lord's Day. There was a Society 
a few years ſince for the Reformation of Manners 
here in London, and they directed their zeal par- 


n Lad 


—— 


% r R. S 


at ticularly againſt lewdnefs, and the violation of the 
i Sabbath, but, + for want of meeting with power- 
| ful countenance and ſupport, this pious affocia- 
8 tion, with all their good deſigns and efforts, is 
" in a manner broken up, if nor quite diffolved. : 
„ M TLIC —3y 166 * 1; rod 
belt $- 4714.0 l. i. 5, 6. 
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And now what ſwarms of ſhameleſs proſtitutes 
are there in our ſtreets, which ſurely, if magiſtrates 
would but diſcharge their duty with fidelity and 
vigour, would be effectually reſtrained. to the infi- 
nite advantage of youth, who have often been 
ſeduced by harlots to their ſhame and ruin, itis to 
be feared, both in this world, and that to come. 
And as to the profanation of the Lozp? s day, it 
ſeems to have grown of late to ſuch an height, 
as was unknown in a manner in former. years, 
ſuch as not only publicly buying and' ſelling, 
riding abroad for diverſion and amuſement, but 
the travelling to and fro of ſtage-coaches, and this 
without ſcarcely any ipterruption or reproof, that 
ever I heard of, from our magiſtrates, though it is 
done in flagrant violation of our laws, anno 29 
Carol. II. cap. 7. and practices of this kind are the 
ready way to prevent the growth of practical Re- 
ligion among us, for what ſenſe of Gop and duty 
is likely to be kept up where the day that ſhould 
be holy to the Loxp is openly profaned, and 
what iniquity is there that has not entered by the 
breach of the Sabbath ? For how often has this 
fin proved the firſt ſtep to the gallows? nay, how 
often has the confeſſion of it been the laſt groan 
that has been heard there? Spirit of Magiſtracy! 
- whither art thou gone? Art thou departed from 
this city, from this land, or art thou only concerned 
to puniſh houſe-breakers, highwaymen, and this 
and the other kind of thieves, and to let Proſti- 
Fution and Sabbath- -breaking reign with an uncon⸗ 


trouled 
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trouled licence and enormity in our ſtreets? In 
vain are ſent from one month to another ſhoals 
of tranſports to foreign countries, or crowds of 
young criminals to the fatal tree, if theſe ſins are 
ſuffered to increaſe upon us with little or no en- 
deavours to ſtop their growth. What are we 
doing but lopping off ſome of the branches of 
vice, and yet letting its roots, and its main body 

ſtrengthen, and enlarge themſelves? And can 
wie reaſonably expect that murders, robberies, 
and villanies will not abound, and prepare in 
large and long ſucceſſions freſh victims for the 
gallows, when lewdneſs,* that infatuating, ex- 
penſive, and ruinous iniquity, and when Sabbath- 
breaking, that baniſhes th thoughts of Gov, and 
duty from our minds, (the beſt curb upon our 
evil luſts and paſſions,) are almoſt, I fear, as much 
neglected, as if they had become quite harmleſs, 
as if there were no laws againſt them, or they had 
even changed their natures, and from fins had 


brightned themſelves into virtues? I will add, that 
we ſeem in a peculiar emphatical ſenſe to anſwer 


the deſcription of the laſt days, when men 
« would be lovers of pleaſure more than lovers 
of God *.“ What diſſipation, what thirſt after, 
what purſuit of empty and fooliſh diverſions, 
Plays, Maſquerades, Routs, &c. to the dreadful 
conſumption of time and ſubſtance, and the in- 
creaſe of more and greater ungodlineſs ? Pleaſure, 
Y Pleaſure, how ſhall we kill time by this and the 


.other 
| „ 2 Tim, iii. 4. 
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ather vain, if not illicit diverſion, this ſeems to be 
the cry, may I not truly ſay, of a great part of the 
nation, this the idol which we are worſhipping ?. 
And accordingly how are the places of enter- 
tainment increaſed, and with what multitudes are 
they thronged ? While on the other hand, ſmall, 
ſmall indeed, I fear, comparatively, is the num- 
ver of perſons among vs, who, according to an 
eſtimate of them from their converſation and lives 
by the rules of ſcripture, can in the judgment of 
charity thought to be lively, or indeed real chriſ- 
tians. Particularly was an angel appointed to go 
through this city and its ſuburbs, and ſer a mark. 
upon the foreheads of them only who ſighed and 
cried for the abominations committed in the midſt 
of-us, how few, I am afraid, would appear with 
the ſtamp of heaven upon their brows? Or if an 
angel of deſtruction was commiſſioned to burn 
down in one night every houſe in London, where 
the devotions of the family and cloſet were not 
ſeriouſly performed the foregoing evening, what 
a tremendous havoc I am perſuaded would be 
made among our habitations by the next morn- 
ing? 1 might go on the ſubject is in a manner 
[indutivuſtible.. But 1 need not enlarge. You 
hear, you ſee the truth of what I ſay, and to dwell 
upon this article is as unneceſſary as it is mourn- 
ful and diſtreſſing. 7 | 


Il. As I ſee 3 wickets” and 1 fear but 
iche, little true religion, ſo may I not add that 


there 
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there are much calamity ang -tpilery among us, 
and that mueh more may be apprehended ? The 
diſtteſſes of the poor have been, and may I not 
ſay ate ſtill very great, in the decay and ſtagna- 
tion of our trade, in the high prices of neceſſaries 
and proviſions of every kind, and I fear in the 
cruel arts and oppreſſion of avarice, and ſordid ſel- 
fiſhneſs ? Theſe are undoubredly great calamities, 
and when ſhall we hope to fee an end of them? 
| Beſides all this we know not but we are entering 
upon a freſh war with a powerful enemy : and the 
ſword drawn between two mighty kingdoms not 
only drinks largely of blood, the blood it may be of 
thouſands, and ten thouſands, but is unavoidably 
attended alſo with many more evils, of all which 
who can ſee the end? for, though the floodgates 
of war are ſoon opened, yet who can ſay to the 
deluge of miſeries that may ruſh through them, 
Hitherto ſhall you come, and no further, and here 
ſhall your deſolations be ſtayed ? Let me add, 
what I have mentioned before, that the peſtilence, 
or a calamity not unlike it, is certainly broken 
out in ſome parts of Europe, and that it may be 
ſoon ſent in the righteous diſpleaſure of the Al- 
mighty againſt our land; and what language, 
what imagination can paint the horrors of that 
tremendous judgment? This city, not near ſo 


large as it is now, in the laſt viſitation of the 


; plague 4 66 55 loſt 100000 of its inhabitants 175 | 


* The'number that died in London, beſides all the reſt of 
the land, was about an hundred thouſand. reckoning the Quakers, 
and others, that were never put in the Bills of Mortality, with | 
thoſe that were within the Bills. 


* > Life of Mr Baxter, Part III. page 1. 
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and during the time of its viſitation Mr Baxter 
thus writes, The plague hath ſeized on the 
« moſt famous and moſt excellent city of Cbriſ- 
<« tendom, and at this time (Sept. 1665.) $000, ' 
« and near 300 die of all diſeaſes in a week. 
<« Tt hath ſcattered and conſumed the inhabitants, 
« multitudes being dead, and fled. The calami- 
ties and cries of the diſeaſed and impoveriſhed 
are not to be conceived by thoſe that are abſent 
« from them. Every man is a terror to his 
_ « neighbour and himſelf, for Gop for our fins is 
& à terror to us all . But that I may ſhew you 
more diſtinctly the diſtreſſes of a raging peſtilence, 
and may thereby excite you to deprecate this ſore 
judgment, and awaken the ſinner to repent, and 
the ſaint to greater zeal and holineſs, if perad- 
venture Gop may turn away his wrath from us, 
let me give you a few paſſages out of an hiſtorical 
account of the plague * at Marſeilles, a city in France, 
| about fifty years ſince, an account that was -pub- 
liſhed by authority at Paris. The miſery, ſays 
<« the author of the narrative, which the city lay 
under, is not to be imagined. The diſtemper 
« was ſo violent that the hoſpitals were a repo- 
< ſtory but for a auen; they who entered in 
* the | 


7 Sylveſtcr's Liſe of 88 part IL. page 448. 


- See an enn Sermon of the late Dr val on this 
occaſion preached at Croſby-Sqrare, Nov. 172 1, out of which 
the able of the account of the plague at Marſeilles is taken. 
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c the evening were thrown the next day into the 
« ditches, and the dead every day ſucceſſively 
* made place for others that were newly infected. 
ec Tt killed moſt that were attacked with it, with- 
cout giving quarter hardly to any one; and at 
* thoſe houſes where once it entered, it made a 
„ ſweep of all from the leaſt to the greateſt. 
The workmen of all manner of trades, and 
< thoſe that were moſt neceſſary for life left the 
« town. All ſhops were in the general ſhut up, 
« and not any people were to be ſeen in the 
| « ſtreets, but poor dying wretches. Thus proud 
« Marſeilles, which Vas but a few days palt fo 
"06 flouriſhing, / and which enjoyed the greateſt 
« plenty of every thing that ſhould make one 
„ happy, was now no other than the true image 
_ -«&'of Feruſalem 1 in its deſolation, and the plague 
had in leſs than fifteen days made here the moſt 
\«« diſmal theatre by the moſt terrible and fright- 
ful ravages that ever were in any city of the 
„ world. Dead bodies lay in great piles one 
upon another, without any to carry them away, 
« and throw them into the ditches, Abundance 

« of women, that gave ſuck, died of the conta- 
gion, and left great numbers of ſucking in- 
4 fants, which were found groaning in their 
rr when they came to take away the 
« dead bodies of their mothers. None would 
receive theſe poor babes, and much leſs nou- 
« riſn or ſuecour them. All compaſſion was no 
3 j “ more, 
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© more, and the dread of that horrible diſtemper 
% had ſtifled all ſentiments of charity, and even 
« of humanizy- itſelf. The plague raged with 


I ſuch 1mpettoſity that it killed every day more 


<< than a thouſand perſons. All the city ſeemed 
*. no other than a vaſt auen yard, and =" 
in tacle of dead bodies piled.; one upon. another 3 in 
«, heaps in every part. And you ſhould ſee 
.< among the dead bodies a prodigious number 
. of poor, ſick, and dying creatures begging 
4 help of all that paſt by, as well by their piteous 
e complaints, as. their moving groans, to which | 
s their pains and agonies forced them. And, as 
if the diſtemper was not terrible and cruel 
enough, they ſuffered all the ſeverities of 
44 penury and want, and that from the public 
e miſery, which ſeemed to go hand in hand wirh 


* the plague. It would make any one's heart 


ce feady to break to ſee ſo many poor unhappy 
„ mothers, which had the dead bodies of infants 
e lying by their ſides, and that they ſhould fee 
-« their poor babes die before their eyes, and 
« have nothing in the world to help them; and 
„ Alo fo many poor little (infants ſacking the 
* breaſts of their dead morhers, being locked 


e within their arms. Some through the violence 


d of the -melaneholy, that: ſeized the heart, cut 
ce their own throats, or threw themſelves out of 
- « the windows of their houfes, or into the ſea, 
1 "to FR an end to the miſeries and pains they 


00 ſuffered. 


_ 
« füffered. 80 Toon bs any perſons' were per- 
ce 8 to be infected in any houſe they imine- 


Stent. Dritam in partirulm, togfdervd. 


diately becàme the object of horror, ven to 
60 = neareſt relations, and the reſt of the fa. 
emily either threw them out of the houſe, or 
e fied from them without leaving them any Help, 

« delivering them up to hunger and this, and 
« ol that could render death the moſt Hard and 
* cruel. The women praktiſed this to their huſ- 
c « bands, and the hüfbands in like manner to 
d their wives; children allo ro cheir parents 

het returned the ſättte 2 tlieir chligten. 
40 Nothing. Was ts be Heard and ſeen on all Aides 
„ but cries, and reits, meanings, and Highs, n 
ct gran ans.”  deltlition, Terrible contternatiopr, And 
dc even delpalr. To Have a true notion of ſueh 
« Hörrors you 'ought' to imagine all che ills and 
& thiferfes to Which Human e can be expbſelt, 
« as flights, and tlie moſt dreadful ihquietudes, 
e ftom wich there was 0 releaſe but by death.? 

_ © Surely, ſurely in) friends,” ory” fit clbüd ef 
ſuch a calamity that thus concenters in it almoſt 
every poſſible "mer, only tiling at a diſtatice. 
*from us, but which my ſoon grow blacker 
and blacker, extend its h errors, And 
move "award to Grear- Britain, ap) ddrticdtatly 
to our gfeat tmetropolj „ may well Hl us With 
deep lolemnity, and awful Aal! tay We Heut, 
and fear, and do no more \wickedly ! O that 
each of us may henceforward be able to ſay to 
our Go in the utmoſt ſincerity, With my ſoul do 
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I defire Thee, yea, with my ſpirit within me will I 


| feek Thee early, for when thy judgments are in the 


earth, the inhabitants of the world will learn righ- 
uff f. I go on, 75 


III. And. Laſtly, To mention to you ſome 
tokens for good, and juſt occaſions for com- 
fort in my views of Great-Britain. As, 

1. There are undoubtedly a number in our 

land who are chriſtians in lincerity and truth. 


Bad as. our age is there is a pious remnant 


ſcattered up and down in our great city, and 


throughout the kingdom, elſe indeed we might ere 
now have been made as Sodom, and like unto Co- 
morrab . There are true chriſtians among the 
ſeveral denominations among us, true chriſtians 
among the Diſſenters; and true chriſtians Among 
the members of the Efabliſhed Church, and it is 
no ſmall pleaſure to me to find that there are 
fo many ſpiritual, evangelical, zealous. miniſters 
among our , brethren the Epiſcopalians, who, by 
__ and doctrine, by converſation and practice, 


are giving good proof of their miniſtry, and, I 


truſt, winning many ſouls to IESsus CnRIsr. ä 
May they go on and proſper till there is not a 
pulpit in England where the trumpet of the goſpel 
is not ſounded, nor a pariſh in England, which is 
not filled with divine knowledge, and we life 


and e of W [ 


9 Wannen Wire e Provi- 
57 ben * 9. ens Iſai. | 1. 9. 1 


2. Providence is very kind eu gracious to us 
in a continuing to us the enjoyment of our ſacted. 
rights and privileges. We have the doots of out 
ſanctuaries open to us, and may worſhip Gop ac- 
cording to the directions of our conſciences with- 
out any to moleſt us, or make us afraid. We may 
be as good as we will, ſerve Gov in 6ur families, 
and at his houſe as much, as often as we will, 
without any obſtruction or frowns from govern- 
ment, without any danger or dread of out ſacred 
aſſemblies being broken up by an armed force, 
of our goods being confiſcated, and out bodies 
clapt into priſon for the offtnce of wörſhippin 
God in the way which we apprehend is moſt 
agteeable to his will. Let us read over the hilf. 
tor of the Hatdſhips and ſufferings of the Pufitaunt, 
as they were tiled, though they were not at all 
the worſe for 4 teproachful name, in the reigns of 
Queen Elizabeth, James the I*, and Charles FM „ 
and let us take a ſurvey of the perſecutions of the 
Non-Conformiſts der Charles the II“ and James 
the II, and then compare the oppreſſions and 
ctuelties our forefathers endured with the liberties 
and bleſſings of the preſent times, and I am very 
ſure that we ſhall ſee the greateſt reaſon! to mag 
nify and bleſs the name of our Gop, Who has 


made ſuch an happy diſtinction between the loʒt 


5 of dur aticeftors; and our own, and to thank him 
with all out hearts that our aſſociations for public 


W are allowed 1 and that, the miniſters of 
| D = the 


34 7. be State of the Warld in general, and of 


the goſpel are not driven i into corners, or ſhut up 
and languiſhing away their lives in Jails. There 
have been the days, though they are now happily 
ended, (adored be the divine goodneſs for the 
mercy ! ) when ſome of the beſt- bearing, the 
choiceſt trees in our Loxp's plantations have been 
plucked up, and caſt, as it were, over the fences 
to be trodden under foot by a rude licentious 
rabble, and all this for no other fault but that they 
did not grow exactly in the line of conformity 
with others. O that we may ever bear upon our 
minds a grateful reliſh of our privileges as Proteſ- 
tant-Diſſenters, and may ever warmly and affec- 
Rionately pray for our ſovereign, who, treading 
in the ſteps of his illuſtrious anceſtors, that in ſo 
much bleſſing ſwayed the ſceptre of theſe realms, 
continues to us the uninterrupted, enjoyment of 
our ſacred invaluable rights and liberties !_ 
3. Let me mention to you, as another token 
for good, and juſt cauſe for our joy, the bright 
1 example of ſocial virtue exhibited to the kingdom 
in thoſe great perſonages our King, and Queen. 
Should it be ſaid that there is a ſad corruption of 
manners among the higher orders of men, and 
particularly that fornication, adultery, &c. are 
not uncommon among them, and that they 
are dreadfully imitated in theſe iniquities by the 
lower ranks of life, yet it can by no means be 
affirmed that theſe ſins are countenanced by the 
a Pattern of our King and- Queen, fince their irre. 
8 
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 proachable example on the other hand holds forth 


a ſtrong practical rebuke upon theſe immoralities, 


ſo that whoſoever turns his eye up to the throne 


there ſees the rays of - domeſtic conjugal virtue 
ſhining with an- unſullied beauty. If piety and 
„ virtue, as an ingenious writer“ obſerves, in 
_ <« perſons of eminent place and dignity are ſeated 
to great advantage ſo as to caſt a luſtre upon 


_ « their very place, and by a ſtrong reflexion 
« double the beams of majeſty,” may it not be 
added that they are alſo ſcated to great advantage | 
to excite and encourage their numerous behold- 


ers in what is excellent and praiſe-worthy, and 


in rebuking whatever is baſe and wicked? May 
the noble pattern of our Kiſg and Queen in ſocial = 
virtue extend its influence over the court, the 


city, and the whole kingdom, ſo as to ſcatter 
thoſe vices, which are a violation of the precepts 


of the goſpel, the ſcandal of human nature, the 
diſſolution of all order, and the utter overthrow 
domeſtic felicity. And think not that the par- 


ticular, that I have mentioned among the ar- 
ticles of our comfort is ſlight and inconſiderable, 
for the examples of the great, and eſpecially of 
princes, whether good or bad, have often a very 


extenſive influence, and who knows, degenerate 
as we are, how much more prevalent iniquity 


had been, if, inſtead of being bleſſed with a vir- 


rugs * and . they had been * a' con- 
e ee UF. 
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 xrary character, ſuch as has often diſgraced thrones, 


and may have ſpread the poiſon of immorality in 


_ a ſwift contagion over courts and kingdoms ? 


May their Majeſties long. be happy in each other, 
and ſee their branches riſing up, under the divine 
benediRion, as the ornaments of their family, the 
delight of their fouls, and the bleſſings of theſe 
realms! And may they, without one ſhade. of 

vice, or one defect of religion and virtue, diffuſe 


the luſtre of an edifying and divine example over 
the whole country, to the ſhame and confuſion 
of ſin, and the encouragement and ſupport of 


whatever is praiſe-worthy in the ſight or Geb 


and Man! 


4. And Laſtly, As enen cat ont 
Jexation let me mention to you that this year has 


been rather a year of plenty than of ſcarcity in our 


land. How eaſy is it for the great Governor of the 


world at all times to afflit us with famine, by ei- 
ther preventing the increaſe of the earth at firſt, or 


deſtroying the fruits of the ground, when they are 


growing up, by ſtorm, by a ſudden blaſt, by inceſſant 
rain, or ſcorching drought? He is the Maker, and 
the Ruler of the ſun, the air, the water, and the 
earth, and it is with him to make the elements 


the inſtruments of his mercy, or the miniſters. of 
his vengeance, according to his pleaſure. How 
much obliged then are we to our Almighty Bene- 
factor, when he is pleaſed to cauſe our fields to 


; * and * graſs for Ms and herbs and 


corn 


be is grthaber, confidered. 37 5 


corn for the ſupport of man? And, bleſſed be 
his name, this year has been crowned with his 

goodneſs, and we have no. reaſon to fear, I tuuſt, 
a want of bread, ar that there will be any break- - 
ing out or complaining in our ſtreets, unleſs, 
which I hope will not be the caſe, avarice through 
its wicked practices ſhould be ſuffered to make 
an artificial dearth, when the liberal hand of 
Providence has bleſſed us wich a ſufficient plenty. 
| Surely this is a token for good, that, inſtead of 
famine, we have the neceſſaries of life, and are 
not eating our bread through ſcarcity by weight +, 
but have enough, and it may be to fpare. How 
different thy condition, O London, if not in the 
prevalence of iniquity, yet in the diſpenſatĩons of 
Providence, to that of Cunſtaminople, which, if 
report be true, is not only humbled by ſea and 


land by a victorious enemy, but has at once the 
i mingled miſeries of peſtilence and dearth now 


raging within its walls! Our late comfortable 
harveſt with other bright traces of the divine 
benignity to us ſhew that Go p, notwichftand- 
ing all our unworthineſs and provocations, hag 
thoughts of peace towards us and not of evil; 
and we may, as it were, hear him ſaying to us, 


as he once did to a people not unlike ourſelves 


for great privileges, and an ungrateful abuſe of 
them, How fhall I give thee up, Ephraim ? How 
Bal I . uber Tfrael? How E's 7 ans thee 
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3 5 The State of he World in general, and of 


of Ae? How ſhall I ſet- thee" as Zebbim ? My 
heart is turned within me my repentings are kindled 
together. I will not execute the 'fierceneſs of nine 

anger, I will not return to deſtroy Ephraim ; for I 


am God, and not man, the holy One in the _ of 
thee ; and 7 wil not enter inlo the oth 60 


% Haring ith. a view of what as a e 1 
diſcover as to the ſtate of the world in general, 
and of Great-Britain in particular, as to religion, 
and the aſpects of providence, it remains that 


I ſhould make ſome Improvement and 3 ; 
of our ſubject. And, 


1. We may obſerb e that there. is ds a 
miſcellany of good and evil, both natural and 
moral, in the world.and in theſe nations. Dark 
clouds there are indeed, but yet they are ſkirted 
with light. Deep and wide-ſpreading ſhades over- 
caſt this and the other part of our globe, but yet 
lucid {pots are here and there to be ſeen. Though 
there is much iniquity, yet there are ſome beau- 


ties of holineſs to be diſcovered, and, though 
there is a vaſt reign of miſery, yet there are bright 
ecmagations of proyidential goodneſs. It is a Wil- 
derneſs through which we are paſſing, but, bleſſed 
be Gov, it is not all one barren wilderneſs, and 
that there are brooks and ſprings of divine con- 


ſolation by the way, as well as fulneſs of 3 joy, and 


pleaſures. for evermore at the end of our journey. 


Let i it He the daily matier of our humiliarion that 


there 
- Hol xi. 8, 9. 


Great: Britain in particular, cunſidered. 39 


there is ſo much ſin, and let it be the daily ſub- 
ject of our thankſgivings that chere are the inter- 
mingled traces of godlineſs. And at the ſame 
time that we ſee the fiery aſpects of divine juſtice, 
and fear before Goo, let us not overlook the re- 
viving beams of the divine merey, that we may 
love as well as fear before him 
2. How pleaſant is it to think that, ch | 
the views we now take of religion in the world, 
and in our own land, are in a great degree ſo me- 
lancholy, there are brighter and better days pro- 
miſed in the ſcriptures, and that they ſhall moſt aſ- 
ſuredly ere long break upon our world. Ere long 
the Eaſtern and Meſtern Antichriſts ſhall be pulled 
down, ere long Jews and Gentiles ſhall ſee the Sal- 
vation of GoD, ere long the kingdoms of this 


world ſhall become the kingdoms of the Loxp and 


of his CHRIST; and though, for the preſent, we 
may truly ſay that the hght is neither clear nor 
dart, yet we may rejoice that it ball come to paſs 
that at evening time it ſpall be light *. Haſten, O 
'Loxp, this bliſsful period! Let thy ways be 
' known upon earth, and thy ſaving health among all 
nations 1 Father, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done on earth, as it is in heaven 91 We fervently 
pray for this happy revolution, and comfort 
_ ourſelyes amidſt the dark ſcenes around us that 
our . will ere long oy to his Zion, Ariſe, 
INH 35 Heine, 
„Zech. xiv. 6, . + Pfal. lxvii. 2. 
$ Matt. vi. 10. jo, 


U 
* 
oy 
T4 |; 
5 L 
77 : 
. 
N 
R 
: | 
r 
9 
. 7 
+ i 
4 
8 9 
1 
1% 
2 5 Af 
* 
— : 
4 1 
1 ＋ 
. 1 
194 > 
14 
70 ; 
+ BJ 
x 
M1 | 
+4. 4 
F 
a ( 
„ . 
” 
: 
"3. 
2D o 4 
. & 
l . 7 
1 
as -t 
' FT BK 
„ 
F + ts 
* 19 
199 
, . 
. 
l LL 
3% 
1&3 
* 
f 
03x 
48 
+ 5 
17 4 
1 
2 $ 
„ 
11 
. o 
: - 
F 4 
+ 4 
1 
4 
e 
23 
- 
ET 
* 
1 * 
+ ot. 
+ i >| 
4 * 
2 * #1 
. { 
l 
n 
. 
fe * 5 
. 1 
5 , 
43 1 
G 
* 
* *% 
e 
W 
. 
2 
YL 
«Ft 
7 7 
d x 
l 
« 
74 
4 
4 
Þ 
i "oh 
5 
4 
[ $} 
14 
4 {L 
1 
31 ＋ 
on * 
14 ? 4 | 
N. 
Rn 
F 3 > 
117 
1 
17 
1 . 
ol # 
1 
* 19 
1 
7 
1 
A 
T2") 
1 
EY 
{ + 
it 
119 
1 ian 
1 
1 Ln? 
19 
% 4 
17 
x 7. 


10 


* ——— 
— — - —_ n N —— — 
2„%4 . — r— — - — 2s wh o 


—_— 7 


! 
[4 a A 
4 "20; 


0 thy light, and. kings to the brightneſs of thy ryfing. 


1 71 1 - Ws 4 5 38 - 1 Auen * Þ «4 r 4 "FP 
. 2 4 + ns LOR . N . . 0 OF 4 8 r n 71 * = "9 5 
0 9 ee SIO n 
* N =y i 4 N $ — — 
1 by 4 Tr ** " 2 nl OT, 
- 1 4 +. — 


40 The Statrof the Warld in generil; and of 


ſhine, for thy light is | come, and tbe glory of the 
Lord is riſes upon thee. And the Gentiles ſhall come 


Lin up thine eyes round about; and ſee ; all they 
gather themſehves roger ber, they come to thee, thy 


| Jons ſhall come from far, and thy daughters ſhall be 


nurſed at thy fide. Then thou ſhalt fee and flow 
becauſe the abundanee of the ſea ſhall be converted 


unto thee, the Jug! * the Gentiles 0 come unto 


thee ®: 
i 3 Wen e OP * 


our own nation, let us reſolve in the ſtrength of 
divine grace that we will be an holy people unto 
the Lon p. Inſtead of being carried down the 
ſtream of general corruption, let us bravely and 
ſteadily oppoſe it, knowing that it ſhall be well 
with them that fear and ſerve the Lond. If ge- 
neral ſlumber and death reign around us, let us 
: ftand with our loins girded, and with our lamps 
| burning +. Let vs ſec to it that we are lameleſs 


and harmleſs, the ſons of God, without rebuke in the 
midſt of a crooked and perverſe nation, among whom 


let us ſhine as lights in the world; holding forth the 
word of life F. If others are blafpheming, let us 
be praying; if others are committing iniquity | 


with greedineſs, and cannot ceaſe from fin, let us 
be IN and crying * the abominations of aur 
| times; 
* Tſai, has I, 3, 4. 35 | Loke vii. 5. 
$ Phil, ii, I5, 16, 


7 — Great«Prigain ai 1 48 partie «lar, confagered.. 41 
times; and if others are inſtigating one another 
to vanity and folly, let us be provoking one 
another to love, and good works; and, in a word, 
if athers are running down religion, let us ſtand 
up both in word and deed as advocates for it, 
remembering how ſyuch holy converſation and 
walk are approved hy Gon in degenerate days, 
and what exceeding great and precious promiſes 
he hay made to them. Then they that feared the 
Lord ſpake often ang to, another, aud the Lord 
 laarkened, and heard it, aud a book of remembrance 

was written before him far them that feared the 
Tord, and that thought upen his name © ang they Quali 
be mine, ſaith the Lord of if bobs in that day when T 
make up my jewels, and I will. ſpare them as 4 man 
Spares his own. ſon, that ſerves im k. 

4, And Laftly, How ſhoyld the ans and mi- 
: ſeries prevailing in our world wean us from the 
preſent ſtare, and make us long for heaven? It 
is a ſinful, and it is a miſerable world, and moral 

and natural evil reign abroad, and are likely to 
reign more or leſs all our days. Let uz 4 be 
ſaying to our ſouls, Ariſe ye, and depart, for this 
7s not your reſt, becauſe it is polluted + : and, as my 
with Jeſus Cbriſt, ſeek thaſe things that are abcve, 
for ye are dead, and your lives are hid with Chriſt is 
God $. If we ſee ſo much amiſs on earth, ſo 
moch that calls for gur tears and Sraaus, let us 
lang 
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44 The State of the World in general, and of 
long for the heavenly ſtate, where fin and ſorrow 
are both unknown, when that which is perfect as 


to our ſanctification ſhall come, and that Which | 
is in part ſhall be done away, and when we ſhall 


not have tranſient taſtes, -or draughts of out 


| Maſter's joy, but ſhall be bid welcome into it, to 


be poſſeſſed of it, and ſwallowed up in it as the 
veſſel in the fulneſs of the ocean. How happy 
to be diſmiſſed from this world, from this life, 


and to take up our manſions in the realms of 
purity and peace, and to lead the lives of angels, 
and ſaints made perfect in holineſs and joy ! 


Then, then adieu to all cauſes of complaint. 


There is no more plague, there are no more 
wars to terrify and deſtroy ; there is no more 
Antichriſt to uſurp, and eclipſe the glories of 


our divine Redeemer, and wear out the ſaints of 


the Moſt High; there is no more prevalence of 
iniquity among the wicked many; and there are 


no more chillings of devout affection among the 
pious few. When we come to heaven, farewel 
Sin, and farewel Sorrow in every form, and of 


every kind: welcome Gop, and CHRIST, wel- 


come pure and benevolent Angels, welcome 


perfect and harmonious Saints, welcome Glory, 


welcome a bleſſed and holy Eternity. To this 


happy ſtate let our ſouls be ever aſpiring, and let 


the ſin and miſery we behold here diſſolve our 
attachments to this world, and inflame our de- 
res, and quicken our prepktations for a better! 
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Great-Britajn in; particular, confidered. 43 
I conclude with the excellent exhortation of the 
apoſtle Jude, in the practice of which we ſhall at 
once fall in with our duty and our. intereſt : But 
ye, beloved, building up yourſelves. on your moſt holy 
faith, praying in the boly Ghoſt, keep yourſelves in 


the love of God, looking for the mercy y our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt unto eternal me” 


„ Jude 20, 21. 


An 


2 1 3 
5 R R r. 
Page 5. Line 20. for theſe read theſe. 
e 26. for Protefiant Countries read Puta in 


Popiſb Countries. To 
15. 27. ſor and read or. 


An HYMN cited e de $05 j2e7, 
J « obs | 


= 


Th Clam 70 Mey arid the cu of Sin and 2 
| Short Neue. ; Ss A) 


8 
EE millions of mankind 
Wrapt in Egyptian night, - 
Without one faint, one glimm' ring ſpark | 
of evangelic Eght! ! 


wo. 


= See countleſs myriads more 
With Popiſb glooms o ed. 
That blot the day, and all around 
Em 8 vapours ſhed ! FB 
e 11. 
See, where the Goſpel comes, 
And pours its pureſt ray, 
Thouſands reject the Truth and Grace, 


Whar mivrie my a8n J 
Reſiſtleſs, unconfin d, 
Pale famine, peſtilence, in war 


In death's dire league combin'd ! 
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